November 12, 2020

Won’t you ask the President to avoid
massive firings or other personnel ac-
tions in the lameduck period that
heighten the sense of American insta-
bility? Won’t you stand up for the
proposition that peaceful transfers of
power are a sacred part of our Amer-
ican heritage?

I recently took a look at comments
that I made on the floor at this very
spot on February 4. I was worried then,
but my comments read even more
frightening now. I stood here to explain
my vote for impeachment. I said then:

‘““Unchallenged evil spreads like a virus. We
have allowed a toxic President to infect the
Senate and warp its behavior. An acquittal
will lead to worse behavior.”

The acquittal of this President has
led to worse behavior. He is willing to
demean our democracy in the eyes of
the world because he is too weak to ac-
knowledge that he lost an election. But
there is still time for the Senate to be
the adult leaders that this Nation so
badly needs. Patriotic and mature lead-
ership will not come from the Presi-
dent or the administration. The Senate
must provide it.

And in the Senate, at this moment,
strong Republican leadership to con-
demn President Trump’s foolishness is
key. When we Democrats stand up
against the President, it makes little
difference. We just get discounted by
the President and his supporters. They
are quickly forming a dangerous ‘‘Lost
Cause’” mythology about a stolen elec-
tion. Every single Member of this
Chamber knows that the myth that is
being perpetrated is a lie. But some
people will fall for the myth unless Re-
publicans are willing to stand up and
call out the lie.

The next 10 weeks are filled with
peril. With COVID cases rising, hos-
pitalizations increasing, deaths trag-
ically multiplying, and people and
businesses still suffering, we should be
laser-focused on crushing this virus
and rebuilding the American economy.
The United States does not have the
luxury to engage in conspiracy theories
and multiple bogus election challenges.

To my colleagues, especially my Re-
publican colleagues, the Nation needs
the Senate right now to send a message
of calm transition to a new administra-
tion. Please put our country first.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ScoTT of Florida). The clerk will call
the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for roll call vote No.
227, motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Aileen Mercedes Cannon
to be a Judge for the Southern District
of Florida. Had I been present for the
vote, I would have voted nay.

Mr. President, I was necessarily ab-
sent for roll call vote No. 228, confirma-
tion of the nomination of Aileen Mer-
cedes Cannon to be a Judge for the
Southern District of Florida. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted nay.e

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I was
absent due to a family health matter
requiring my attention when the Sen-
ate voted on vote No. 227 on the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 863, Aileen Mercedes Cannon,
of Florida, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
Florida. On vote No. 227, had I been
present, I would have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was absent due to a
family health matter requiring my at-
tention when the Senate voted on vote
No. 228 on confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 863, Aileen Mercedes Can-
non, of Florida, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida. On vote No. 228, had I
been present, I would have voted yea.®

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent, but had I been present I would
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 177,
the motion to invoke cloture on Execu-
tive Calendar No. 812, of David W.
Dugan, of Illinois, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Illinois.

Mr. President, I was absent, but had
I been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 178, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
813, Stephen P. McGlynn, of Illinois, to
be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Illinois.

Mr. President, I was absent, but had
I been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 179, the confirmation
of Executive Calendar No. 812, of David
W. Dugan, of Illinois, to be United
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States District Judge for the Southern
District of Illinois.

Mr. President, I was absent, but had
I been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 180, the confirmation
of Executive Calendar No. 813, Stephen
P. McGlynn, of Illinois, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Illinois.

Mr. President, I was absent, but had
I been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 222, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
890, Amy Coney Barrett, of Indiana, to
be an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States.®

————

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for November 2020.
This is my fourth scorekeeping report
since I filed the deemed budget resolu-
tion for fiscal year 2021 on May 4, 2020,
as required by the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2019, BBA19. The report com-
pares current-law levels of spending
and revenues with the amounts agreed
to in BBA19. In the Senate, this infor-
mation is used to determine whether
budgetary points of order lie against
pending legislation. The Republican
staff of the Budget Committee and the
Congressional Budget Office, CBO, pre-
pared this report pursuant to section
308(b) of the Congressional Budget Act,
CBA. The information included in this
report is current through November 6,
2020.

Since I filed the last scorekeeping re-
port on September 10, 2020, two meas-
ures with significant enforceable budg-
etary effects have been enacted. The
first measure, the Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2021 and Other Exten-
sions Act, P.L. 116-159, continued fund-
ing for all 12 annual appropriations
bills through December 11, 2020, and ex-
tended or modified numerous surface
transportation, healthcare, nutrition
and commodities, veterans’ health and
benefits, and immigration programs
and policies. The authorizing non-
emergency provisions of the bill, which
were scored to the Finance (Division
C), Agriculture (Division D), and Vet-
erans’ Affairs (Division E) committees,
would increase the deficit $97.6 billion
in fiscal year 2021, $7.1 billion over fis-
cal year 2021-2025, and $8.4 billion over
fiscal year 2021-2030. The bill passed the
Senate by a vote of 84-10.

The second measure, the Extension of
the Caribbean Basin Economic Recov-
ery Act, P.L. 116-164, extended pref-
erential duty treatment for certain ap-
parel items produced in the Caribbean
Basin through fiscal year 2030. It also
extended the date through which cer-
tain customs user fees and merchandise
processing fees may be collected from
September 30, 2029, to October 21, 2029.
CBO estimated the bill would decrease
revenue by $299 million over the fiscal
year 2021-2030 period, but the fee exten-
sions would reduce direct outlays by
$435 million in fiscal year 2030. On net,
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